
 

among staff and a focus on 
using student growth data to 
guide instruction. Educators 
implemented PLC practic-
es aimed at improving out-
comes by adjusting teaching 
methods based on student 
needs.

“In order for Solution Tree 
to put their stamp on the 
work at Sierra Vista, it was 
a labor of love in just the 
data reporting,” Lile said. 
“They had to prove they 
were highly successful and 
made a significant improve-
ment in student achievement 
in multiple areas. There are a 
lot of schools around the na-
tion that work just as hard as 
this group did, with no rec-
ognition at all. For our three 
schools to be recognized for 
their work is a shocking re-
ality.”

Lile also shared remarks 
from Matt Navo, executive 
director of the CCEE, who 
credited Madera Unified’s 
progress as a turning point 
during his tenure.

“He said the success of our 
three schools, and a few oth-
ers, really came through,” 
Lile said. “And in his opin-
ion, it saved his job. Because 
it’s that hard to do what you 

forts to improve student suc-
cess through collaboration 
and instructional reform. It 
reflects the work of teachers, 
staff, and leadership at both 
Sierra Vista and Washing-
ton elementary schools and 
serves as a model for cam-
puses across California.

Sierra Vista Principal Ja-
mie Huerta praised her staff 
for their dedication and 
the transformation of the 
school’s culture.

“We have turned things 
around in a way I never 
thought possible. If you 
had asked me three years 
ago if we’d be in the place 
that we are in now, I would 
have said ‘absolutely not,’” 
Huerta said. “But this award 
represents the hard work of 
our teachers, our staff, and 
the school community. The 
level our teachers’ collab-
orate is entirely different 
then it was just three years 
ago. This award is definitely 
well deserved. I keep telling 
them, next stop is Model 
PLC.”

Sierra Vista’s path to earn-
ing the recognition involved 
increased collaboration SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE 9
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Local Weather Forecast

Forecast for Madera 

and surrounding area
Saturday…Sunny and hot, with a 

high near 105. Calm wind becom-

ing west northwest around 5 mph 

in the afternoon.

Saturday night…Partly cloudy, with 

a low around 67. West northwest 

wind 5 to 10 mph, with gusts as 

high as 15 mph.

Sunday…Sunny, with a high near 

97. Calm wind becoming west 

around 5 mph in the afternoon.

Sunday night…Mostly clear, with 

a low around 58. Northwest wind 

5 to 10 mph, with gusts as high 

as 15 mph.

Monday…Sunny, with a high 

near 90. Northwest wind around 

5 mph becoming west southwest 

in the morning.

Monday night…Mostly clear, with 

a low around 58. Northwest wind 

around 5 mph.

Tuesday…Sunny, with a high 

near 88. West northwest wind 

around 5 mph.

Tuesday night…Mostly clear, 

with a low around 60. Northwest 

wind around 5 mph, with gusts 

as high as 15 mph.

Wednesday…Sunny, with a high 

near 92. West northwest wind 

around 5 mph.

Local Rainfall and 

Weather Almanac
Provided by 

National Weather Service

May 29, 2025

High 92

Low 57

Rain 0.00

Normal 0.01

Total (Since Jan. 1) 5.04

WENDY  

ALEXANDER/THE 

MADERA TRIBUNE

Ariela Mendo-
za tries out a 
claw machine 
during the 
Madera 
Street  
Eats event. 
Today’s  
forecast is 
sunny, with a 
high of 105 
and low of 67.

PLUMBING •  DRAINS
LAWN SPRINKLERS

Call Albert 
Today!

559.753.8899
hirealbert@yahoo.com | www.boxerplumbing.com

Lic #761865

Seniors   /   Military   /   First Responders
receive 10% Discount!

Third MUSD school recognized for PLC
FOR THE MADERA TRIBUNE

George Washington El-
ementary School, a Bilin-
gual Heritage Language 
(Dual Language Immersion) 
School, has been recognized 
by Solution Tree as a Prom-
ising Practices Professional 
Learning Community (PLC) 
at Work® for its early suc-
cess in improving student 
achievement. The school’s 
strong commitment to the 
PLC at Work process has 
been a key driver in making 
a visible, positive impact on 
student learning in both En-
glish and Spanish.

PLCs are built on the belief 
that the best way to improve 
student learning is through 

continuous, job-embedded 
professional learning for ed-
ucators. The PLC at Work 
model is grounded in three 
core principles: a focus on 
learning, a collaborative cul-
ture, and a results-driven ap-
proach.

Promising Practices schools 
are selected based on their 
ability to build a strong foun-
dation in these principles, sus-
tain implementation for one 
to two years, and demonstrate 
measurable improvement in 
student outcomes. Schools 
must also document their strat-
egies, structures, and cultural 
shifts for review by the PLC 
Review Committee.

To celebrate this milestone, 

Washington Elementary held 
a school-wide event on May 
9, bringing together students, 
staff, district leaders, and 
community members to hon-
or the collective effort behind 
the achievement.

“We are proud of the prog-
ress we’ve made as a Bi-
lingual Heritage Language 
school, where we’ve suc-
cessfully brought the Profes-
sional Learning Community 
(PLC) process to life in both 
English and Spanish,” said 
Principal Adalberto Hernan-
dez. “This recognition re-
flects the dedication of our 
educators and their commit-
ment to fostering collabora-
tion, continuous growth, and 

improved student achieve-

ment in two languages.”

Recognized schools are 

featured on AllThingsPLC.

info, where they share strat-

egies and results with other 

educators. The site, devel-

oped by Solution Tree, also 

offers tools, research, and 

resources to support schools 

in building strong PLCs and 

improving student success.

This is the third Made-

ra Unified School District 
school to be honored by 

Solution Tree. The previ-

ous PLC awards went to 

Nishimoto and Sierra Vista 

elementary schools.

FOR THE MADERA 

TRIBUNE

George Wash-
ington Elemen-

tary School 
staff celebrates 

getting rec-
ognized as a 

Promising Prac-
tices Learning 
Community at 

Work, a first 
for a dual-lan-
guage school.


